[Sternotomy wound closure with polyester tapes].
We developed the special polyester tape with Tetron coating for sternal closure. Fifty consecutive open heart cases had the sternum closed with the tapes in the past six months at Nippon Medical School Hospital. There was no sternal infection or mediastinitis postoperatively. The tape closure method was more effective in approximation of sternum than the ordinary wire closure, especially in the case with fragile sternum. Although a long term follow-up is necessary, the result of sternal closure with the polyester tape has been satisfactory.